CHAPTER   XXI
THE TRIAL OF "COLONEL" LYNCH
IF THE case of the Jameson Raid had been the prelude to
the South African War, the trial of " Colonel" Lynch was
the epilogue to that whole sad chapter.
In the so-called " Khaki" election which followed the
successful issue, after many vicissitudes and bitter humilia-
tion, of the South African War, a remarkable candidate pre-
sented himself as an Independent Nationalist for election by
the citizens of Galway. He was of Irish descent, had been
bom in Australia, and was at the time resident in Paris. His
profession was that of a journalist; unlike most candidates
at that time, he made no reference in his election address,
or in his reply to his committee's invitation, to the Boer War.
Nor did the Independent Nationalist candidate condescend
to visit his electors; during the progress of the election, how-
ever, his opponents made it known that he was no other than
the " Colonel" Lynch who had commanded the so-called
" Irish Brigade" in South Africa against Great Britain,
Nevertheless, the men of Galway elected him as their mem-
ber, and he wrote a letter to the Speaker of the House of
Commons saying that his part in the Boer War had not been
actuated by feelings of hatred to Great Britain : that he
accepted the terms of peace in the same spirit as had his
leader, General Louis Botha, and concluded by an appeal,
in the words of Themistocles, that his fellow-members
" might not beat him, but hear him."
His election as member for Galway, and his departure
from France to take up his duties in the British House of
Commons, was certainly an astonishing piece of audacity.
He may have received some advice that he had a valid de-
fence in law to any prosecution which was brought against
him; but he was living safely in Paris, and his return to